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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claims 1, 4-6, 9-12, 15, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Poibeau et al (US Publication No. 20040073874). 

As to claim 1, Poibeau discloses a computer program product located to one or 
more storage media devices usable to perform integration of free text with coded data, 
the computer program product comprising instructions executable by a computer to 
perform the functions of: accessing database of data records containing both structured 
data and unstructured data (paragraphs 3 and 58), the unstructured data including at 
least some free text (paragraph 3), the unstructured data relating to the structured data 
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of the data record in which the unstructured data is found (as shown in Fact_DB as 
indicated below); extracting multi-dimensional relational facts form the free text (i.e. 
company, date, location etc; paragraph 34), the multi-dimensional relational facts 
including a plurality of attributes (as shown in table in paragraph 34); identifying role 
relationships in the relational facts; integrating the relational facts with the structured 
data (as shown below Fact_DB); and storing the integrated data on a computer- 
readable storage medium (paragraph 58). 
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Product of integration 



As to claim 4 , Poibeau discloses a computer program located on a computer 
human readable medium wherein the instructions are further executable to perform the 
function of applying caseframes while performing the extracting step (paragraphs 28 
and 37). 
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As to claim 5 , Poibeau discloses a computer program located on a computer 
human readable medium wherein the instructions are further executable to perform the 
function of producing a new database (paragraph 23, wherein forming separate file is 
equivalent with forming a database) containing the integrated data. 

As to claim 6 , Poibeau discloses a computer program located on a computer 
human readable medium wherein the instructions are further executable to perform the 
function of inserting the produced data into the database of structured data and 
unstructured data while performing the integrating the produced data (paragraph 57). 

As to claim 9 , Poibeau discloses a computer program located on a computer 
human readable medium wherein the instructions are further executable to produce a 
file containing the integrated data produced by the integrating (paragraph 23, wherein 
the database is interpreted as file). 

As to claim 10 , Poibeau discloses a computer program located on a computer 
human readable medium wherein the instructions are further executable to produce a 
file having a format selected from the group of XML, character separated values, 
spreadsheet formats and file-based database structures (paragraph 22). 

As to claim 11 , Poibeau discloses a computer program located on a computer 
human readable medium comprising: a processing unit coupled to the one or more 
storage media devices, the processing unit being capable of executing the instructions 
(paragraph 22, lines 1-2); and an execution command unit, whereby operation of the 
instructions and the processing unit may be commanded or controlled (the software for 
processing free text provides the set of instructions performed by the processing unit). 
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As to claim 12 , Poibeau discloses a computer program located on a computer 
human readable medium wherein the instructions are further executable to store an 
integrated data to an integrated database (paragraphs 23 and 58). 

As to claim 15 , Poibeau discloses a computer program located on a computer 
human readable medium wherein the instructions are further executable to render a 
visual representation all or a part of the integrated data (paragraph 22, lines 1-3, since 
the computer has a monitor and memory on which the integrated data is stored, the 
apparatus has a capacity to display the data). 

As to claim 30 , Poibeau discloses a method for creating an integrated data 
product comprising the steps of: accessing database of data records containing both 
structured data and unstructured data (paragraphs 3 and 58), the unstructured data 
including at least some free text (paragraph 3), the unstructured data relating to the 
structured data of the data record in which the unstructured data is found (as shown in 
Fact_DB as indicated below); extracting multi-dimensional relational facts from the free 
text (i.e. company, date, location etc; paragraph 34), the multi-dimensional relational 
facts including a plurality of attributes (as shown in table in paragraph 34); the extracting 
step including applying caseframes to the free text (paragraphs 28 and 37; wherein the 
certain patterns are considered caseframes); identifying role relationships in the 
relational facts (as shown above FactJDB); integrating the relational facts with the 
structured data; and storing the integrated data on a computer-readable storage 
medium (paragraph 58). 
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As to claim 31 , Poibeau discloses w method further comprising the step of using 
the integrated data to perform data analysis (paragraph 53, further the integrated 
information are viewable by a user who in fact can read (i.e. analyze) content of the 
text). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Poibeau et al (US Publication 20040073874) in the view of Smith et al (US 
Publication 20030061212). Poibeau teaches all the limitations presented in claims 1 
and 16, respectively, however his disclosure lacks the teaching about data mining on 
the integrated data. Smith teaches a method for analyzing data, comprising the step 
data mining of the extracted portion of the data (paragraph 22). It would have been 
obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art during the time the invention was made to 
use data mining as taught by Smith on the integrated data as taught by Poibeau 
because data mining of the obtained relevant information can allow for pattern 
monitoring (Smith, paragraph 19) which in fact can simplify analyzing collected data. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed December 31, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

7. With respect to the applicant's assertion on page 10 stating that the present 
invention extracts multi-dimensional relational facts and Poibeau's reference does not 
perform this function, the examiner disagrees. Poibeau clearly teaches in paragraph 34, 
that many attributes (i.e. multi-dimensional facts) are extracted from the document such 
as company name, date, location, product etc. 

8. Furthermore, the applicant alleges that Poibeau fails to teach extraction of "role 
relationships", the examiner would like to note that in paragraph 58, Poibeau clearly 
discloses of how relations are utilized. Moreover, the applicant did not define what role 
relationship is, the instant specification rather contains examples of what those 
relationships might be. The examiner would also like to note that according to U.S 
Patent examination procedure, the specification should not be read into the claims, 
therefore the examples of what role relationships could be are not part of the claims. 

9. With respect to the applicant's assertion on page 10 arguing that Poibeau does 
not teach extracting "form", the examiner is not certain what the applicant meant by 
stating, "extracting multi-dimensional relational facts form said free text". The applicant 
is advised to correct this deficiency so the scope of the claim is clear and definite. 

1 0. Furthermore on page 1 1 , the applicant alleges that Poibeau does not disclose 
accessing a database containing records of mixed structured and unstructured data, the 
examiner disagrees. In paragraph 28, Poibeau discloses that the structure of document 
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is taken into account, wherein this document contains tile, header (i.e. structured data) 
and free text (from which additional information is extracted). 

11. In the last argument, applicant states that Poibeau fails to teach extract relational 
facts from the unstructured data and relate them to the structured data, the examiner 
however disagrees with this assertion. Poibeau teaches in paragraphs 28-31 that the 
unstructured data is mixed with structured data (i.e. header etc), further in figure 4 
FACT_DB shows integrated structured and unstructured data (i.e. unstructured data 
related to structured data). 

The Prior Art 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US Patent 6292771 discloses a method for language processing and 
encoding of a free text into a medical database. 
US Patent 5715468 discloses storing and retrieving data in natural (free 
text) language. 

Conclusion 

13. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 
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14. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Inquiry 

1 5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Angela M. Lie whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8445. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

16. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on 571-272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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17. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Angela M Lie 



DON WONG 
PERVISORY RATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




